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Thrussington CE Primary School Religious Education Policy

Introduction

The policy is carried out within the context and spirit of the school’s vision which is a passionate commitment to learning and recognition of the uniqueness of the individual. We are driven by our desire to ensure all children achieve their best in a respectful and trusting environment, in partnership with parents, the Church and our community, as one big family.
“For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:1
Our policy recognises a need for pupils to: 

 know about and understand Christianity as a living faith that influences the lives of people worldwide and as the religion that has most shaped British culture and heritage; 

 know and understand about other major world religions and world views, their impact on society, culture and the wider world, enabling pupils to express ideas and insights; 

 contribute to the development of pupils’ own spiritual/philosophical convictions, exploring and enriching their own beliefs and values. 

In school, our intention is to help pupils to be knowledgeable about Christianity and to develop a respect and understanding of those with different beliefs, including those represented in our own school community. 

Children are offered opportunities to consider the response of religion to fundamental questions about the purpose of being, morality and ethical standards. They will be encouraged to adopt a reflective attitude and to develop their own ideas. 

It is a statutory requirement that schools teach Religious Education as prescribed by the locally agreed syllabus. At Thrussington Church of England Primary School, this means the Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education for the Diocese of Leicester Board of Education, which is the Leicestershire RE Syllabus (2016) and Understanding Christianity (2016). 

Aims

At Thrussington C of E Primary School, we aim to: 

· Provoke challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. 

· Enable children to learn about and from religions and worldviews in local, national and global contexts, to discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions.

· Enable children to learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and express their insights in response, and to agree or disagree respectfully. 

· Equip pupils with systematic knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews, enabling them to develop their ideas, values and identities. 
· Develop in pupils an aptitude for dialogue so that they can participate positively in our society, with its diverse religions and worldviews. 

· Enable children to gain and deploy the skills needed to understand, interpret and evaluate texts, sources of wisdom and authority and other evidence.
· Encourage children to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences while respecting the right of others to differ.
(taken from Leicestershire Religious Literacy for All summary document p.6)
Entitlement and Curriculum
Statutory entitlement for dedicated curriculum time committed to the delivery of RE should aim to be at least 5% of the curriculum time. The RE entitlement is totally separate from requirements for Collective Worship. 

FS and KS1 pupils are entitled to a minimum of the equivalent of 36 hours per year and KS2 to 45 hours per year - this may be taught by concentrating work into longer blocks of work or by having additional RE days.
Children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage One will, predominantly, learn about Christianity, Islam and Judaism.
Children in Key Stage Two will, predominantly, learn about Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Judaism.

Christianity will be the majority study in RE, comprising at least two thirds of curriculum time. It is expected that much of the teaching of Religious Education will be linked to other curriculum areas, particularly PSHCE and SMSC, as well as through links with Collective Worship and current affairs.
The RE curriculum

Our RE curriculum follows the recommendations of the Diocesan Board of Education and reflects the school’s religious foundation. It uses the Leicestershire Religious Literacy for All agreed syllabus (2016 - 2021) published by Leicestershire SACRE and incorporates the use of the Understanding Christianity resources.

In Foundation Stage and Key Stage One we use a 3 year rolling program for the units to ensure breadth of coverage and to accommodate the three year groups in the class. In Key Stage Two we use a 2 year rolling program to incorporate the two year groups in each class. Long term plans were revised in the academic year 2016 – 2017 to incorporate the Understanding Christianity units and revised again in 2018-2019 to provide more breadth to the long term plan.

Approaches to teaching RE

We employ a variety of teaching methods in order to engage all children in the teaching of RE. These include through discussions, recording, active participation, outside visitors, trips, art, music, the development of thinking skills, drama, the use of artefacts, pictures, stories, and the use of periods of stillness and reflection.

We make regular visits to the church in Thrussington and organise visits to enable our pupils to have opportunities to encounter other local faith communities through visits to local places of worship or visits from members of local faith communities. Our local vicar, Sister Mary, is involved with the teaching of RE.

We make use of the RE artefacts through our subscription with Leicestershire Creative Learning Services which allows us to borrow resources to support teaching and learning of a variety of religious practices and celebrations.

Assessment and Achievement

Pupils’ learning is recorded in a variety of ways including written, oral, pictorial, use of drama and art and role play. At times, individual recording of their learning will be appropriate. At other times, it may be more appropriate to record a group discussion, a practical task or key thoughts and ideas from children. Each class has a large book in which they record such discussions. A folder is also allocated on the shared drive for video evidence. 

The assessment and monitoring of RE is in line with the school policy on assessment and monitoring. The learning intentions are shared with the children and, regularly throughout each unit of work, tasks are set which are linked to the learning intentions. These tasks take a variety of styles, for example creative work, drama, writing and discussion. At the end of each unit, teachers assess the children’s knowledge and understanding of the key concepts, as reflected in the learning outcomes for the unit. Relating to these outcomes, the children are assessed as either emerging, expected or exceeding. Percentages can then be gathered for each unit to show the percentage of children at emerging, expected and exceeding for this unit.
Differentiation

Teachers will ensure that pupils who have Special Educational Needs have equal access to Religious Education, through supporting them with differentiated activities, a range of teaching styles, and appropriate resources. 

· In teaching RE we aim to encourage children to: 

· Honour all members of our school community, regardless of race, language or culture; 
· Celebrate differences within our school and society; 
· Be nurtured in a community where they can grow in love and respect for others and in religious literacy; 
· Experience a community where children and adults of all races work and learn together in partnership. 

Right of Withdrawal

By law (Education Act 1988), parents/carers may withdraw their children from RE if they wish. Parents can request that a pupil be wholly or partly excused from RE and the school must comply. Parents are not obliged to state their reasons for seeking withdrawal. 
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