
Have your say
Let us know what you think about any articles, issues or your ideas for 
future features - you can do this in two ways;

•   e-mail us directly to childcare@leics.gov.uk

•   fill in our online form by visiting - www.leics.gov.uk/pplushaveyoursay

We look forward to hearing from you.
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Good practice 
examples from Ofsted 
Ofsted is launching a website area showcasing good practice across the sectors 
that it inspects and regulates. 

The site was launched on the 7th March 2011 to highlight good practice across 
four different areas of learning:

• Schools

• Adult Learning and Skills

• Children and Family Services

• Early Years and Childcare

The case studies are written by Ofsted inspectors following a visit to the provider 
to investigate a lead about good practice, which has usually been identified 
during an inspection.

There is currently content for the Schools, Adult Learning and Skills and Children 
and Family Services - with Early Years and Childcare case studies being added 
from September 2011. 

To have a look for yourself the address for the website is  
www.goodpractice.ofsted.gov.uk

National Childminding 
Week 2011
The annual week long celebration of childminding; National Childminding 
Week is taking place from the 4 to 11 June 2011. This year’s theme is ‘Aspiration’, 
reflecting the fact that registered childminders and nannies are uniquely placed 
to nurture interests and build on the future aspirations of the children in their 
care.

It’s never too early to start thinking about planning for National Childminding 
Week - the annual event is an opportunity to show the professional service what 
registered childminders provide to children and families every day. Let us know 
what you did to celebrate the week by e-mailing us at childcare@leics.gov.uk
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Playday 2011
This year’s National Playday continues to celebrate and campaign for the 
importance of play in children’s lives. Now in it’s 24th year, it is officially the 
biggest play sector event in the UK! 

What happens on Playday?
To celebrate Playday, children, young people and communities get out and 
play at hundreds of locally organised events across the UK. Events range from 
jubilee style street parties, festivals in parks or village greens, mass adventures in 
woodlands, fields, even beaches, and public events at community venues. From 
small-scale events to thousands of children taking over Trafalgar Square - Playday 
is celebrated by each community in the way that best suits them.

Get involved
There are lots of ways you can celebrate Playday 2011 and get involved in the 
wider campaign. Why not:

• organise a celebration - Anyone can organise a Playday event, whether it’s a 
large community-wide event or a get-together with friends and family. From 
photography guidance, to an event planning guide and tips from Playday event 
organisers, you’ll find lots of help and advice throughout the website -  
www.playday.org.uk

• spread the word - the more people that know about Playday, the more 
opportunities children will have to play where they live. You could use the 
official Playday 2010 magazine and 2011 promotional postcard to gain support 
for Playday in your area. To let us know how you’re promoting play and Playday 
in your area, or to discuss any ideas you have, contact Playday using the 
information at the bottom of the page

• keep informed - Whatever you decide to do, get all the latest campaign news by 
signing up to receive regular Playday email updates

Where and how you decide to celebrate Playday is up to you - what’s really 
important is that children and young people get to have fun, and that you help 
raise awareness that not all children have the chance to experience outdoor fun 
all year round. Let us know what you did to celebrate National Playday 2011 by 
emailing us at childcare@leics.gov.uk

Telephone:020 7843 6300

Fax: 020 7843 6349

Email: playday@ncb.org.uk

P+
When:  Wednesday 3rd August 2011

Where to get involved:  www.playday.org.uk
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National Training Awards 2010 
Nursery Manager Fazila Latif has been honoured with a prestigious National 
Training Award in recognition of her outstanding contribution and commitment 
to training, learning and development at the East Midlands Regional Ceremony, 
held at Athena on 14th October 2010.

Fazila was recognised in the Individual Training Award category for beginning 
her training after having her sixth child.  Fazila’s youngest child was six when, as 
a housewife and mother, he began to consider a career as a childminder, soon 
realising however she needed a qualification to achieve this.

She started studying part-time at the local library and did an Introduction to 
Childcare Practice (ICP) and First Aid, struggling with grammar, punctuation and 
using computers. 

But she persevered with her learning and started childminding, then home 
caring, continuing her studies to Level 3 in Childcare, Socialising, Leadership and 
Management, Child Protection and a Foundation Degree. 

The studies have helped Fazila to develop in many areas of her life, including her 
confidence, assertiveness and management abilities and her understanding of 
her own children. 

The opportunity arose to buy a Day Nursery, of which she is now the Owner and 
Manager. With Kiddy Kapers Daycare, she has created a successful, well-respected 
and safe environment for children within the age range of 0 to 11, and 
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achieved a Staff Management and Development 
Level 3 qualification in Childcare. She also received a 
letter of appreciation from Leicester County Council 
for the “enthusiasm” that her organisation exhibits in 
training its staff. 

Fazila chose to enter the National Training Awards 
because she wanted to let people know that 
education and training is very important and is 
valued. 

Run on behalf of the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS) by UK Skills, the National 
Training Awards inspires and encourages UK industry 
to invest in training and development as a route to 
achieving outstanding organisational and individual 
success. Winning an award is recognition of best 
practice and provides a benchmark for standards 
of excellence in training in the UK. City & Guilds is 
the premier sponsor of the 2010 National Training 
Awards.

Simon Bartley, Chief Executive of UK Skills which 
manages the National Training Awards said: “I would 
like to offer congratulations to all regional and UK 
winners for the National Training Awards 2010. 
Achieving an award is a fantastic achievement and 
one that all winners should be really proud of.“

Communication friendly spaces 
Jo Berry from Thrussington C of E Primary School tells us 
how she created a communication friendly space in her 
setting and the difference it has made;

With Leicestershire’s latest initiative being Every Child a 
Talker (ECAT) and many off the courses last year having 
a focus on speaking and listening I decided to take on 
board what I had learnt and create  a ‘communication 
friendly space’. I work in a small village school where 
space and resources can be limiting. At the weekend I hit 
the shops and treated the children to a large dog basket, 
soft fleece blanket and two, soft-to-the touch cushions, 
all for a grand total of under £16.00. 

Monday morning arrived and I talked to the children 
about what it means to communicate. I showed 
them the resources and explained how it wasn’t a dog basket for playing dogs, but a space to sit with a 
friend and ‘talk’. From the more reluctant to the chatty children, the ‘space’ has proved a huge success. The 
conversations we have observed have been unbelievable and are great for Communication, Language and 
Literacy in your children’s learning journeys. To be honest, I was reluctant at first and didn’t think it would 
be any different to placing a couple of chairs in a space but I can honestly say the children are fired up and 
engaged.  As it’s a portable space we have it indoors, outdoors and even sometimes place an object in the 
basket as a focal point.

So go out and grab yourself a dog basket and get communicating! 
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Happy Chicks at Sherard Pre-school Playgroup
After much anticipation we recently received 10 hen eggs and an incubator 
which originated from the appropriately named ‘The Happy Chick Company’. 
We prepared our children beforehand explaining what would happen over the 
forthcoming weeks and specifically explained the importance of good hygiene 
practice, which meant they would need to wash their hands following contact 
with the chicks. 

The fully accredited and audited eggs arrived with a friendly representative 
from ‘Happy Chicks’ who gave us a detailed briefing on how to care for them. 
She brought with her all the equipment including a brooder box, lights, food, 
wood chippings and most importantly a detailed manual with risk assessment, 
telephone numbers and full instructions should we need any further help. 

We then all waited with bated breath and less than 2 days later our chicks started 
hatching one by one. The children and staff marvelled at the shear hard work it 
took for the chicks to break out of their eggs. As the chicks hatched we transferred 
them to the brooder box where they had fresh water, food and bedding each day. 

At the weekend I was more than willing to take the chick’s home to care for them 
as my own chicks had long since flown the nest! The following Monday when 
the chicks returned we prepared an enclosure for them within the setting so they 
could have more space, as they were growing rapidly. 

During the second week under close supervision the children were able to hold 
the chicks. This was a great opportunity to take photos for Learning Journey’s and 

sharing with parents. Our children also helped make a display for the wall with 
picture’s, photos and collages on the Life Cycle of Chickens. 

The children learnt so much from the experience including how they hatched, 
how to feed and care for them which covered all areas of the EYFS from PSRN, 
CLL, KUW. There was also a real ‘Partnership with Parents’ as the children brought 
their parents over to see the chicks when they arrived and left each session. The 
parents, who also really enjoyed it, noted how excited the children were with 
many of them talking about the chicks at home. We also invited the teachers 
and children to come and see the chicks from Sherard Primary School, which also 
enhanced our partnership working. 

By the end of the second week it was time to say goodbye to our chicks, which by 
now had grown and become very lively. We were able to re-home them at a local 
farm who has agreed to provide us with photo’s of them growing up and to keep 
us informed of their progress. 

The representative from the ‘Happy Chick Company’ came to collect the 
equipment and was pleased they had gone to a good home, although they are 
always willing to take them back and re-home them with their own farmers. 

Happy chicks, happy children and happy parents, what more could you wish for? 
It was an all round fantastic experience. Ahead of the summer term, we have 
already acquired some tadpoles which the children will be viewing as part of 
learning about the life cycle of frogs.
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Capital Monies Project complete 
at Little Ladybirds 
The Capital Monies Project at Little Ladybirds Playgroup 
has now been completed and is now being enjoyed by 
all at the setting.

The project enabled the playgroup to move from a pack 
away setting and move into a classroom at Heathfield 
High School in Earl Shilton.  The finance provided, 
allowed the total transformation of an old classroom at 
the school. The newly furnished space now includes:

• fantastic outdoor space

• indoor space with separate quiet area

• new toilet facilities

• kitchen space

• welcoming entrance area

“It is absolutely fantastic to finally be able to operate within a setting where the environment has been 
organised around the children. The feedback from parents and local educational representatives has 
been excellent”.

To find out about more of the Capital Monies projects visit www.leics.gov.uk/capitalmonies
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